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Hi there! Thank you so much for downloading this freebie from It Happened 
in 3rd.  It makes me so happy to know that you chose to have one of my 
products be a part of your classroom. Please don’t forget to leave 
feedback for this product by going to your “My Purchases” page on TpT. 
Also make sure to follow me on TpT so you can be the first to know when I 
upload a new product! Learn more about It Happened in 3rd by clicking on 
the links above. I can’t wait to hear from you!

Terms of use
You May: You May Not:
• Use this item for personal/student use 

in a single classroom.
• Purchase additional licenses (at a 

discount) for others to use this 
resource.

• Receive updates to this product for li fe 
for FREE (check your purchase page to 
see when a product has been updated).

• Give this product to friends or 
colleagues without them purchasing 
additional licenses.

• Copy this item for others to use.
• Post this item on a file sharing website 

for download.
• Post this item as your own work 

(whether free or for sale).

© It Happened in 3rd

All rights reserved. Purchase of this resource entitles the purchaser to reproduce the pages for single classroom 
use only. Duplication for an enti re school or school system is strictly prohibited without express written consent 
from the creator. Commercial use by anyone other than the creator is also strictly prohibited.

Copying any part of this product and placing it on the internet in any form (even a personal/class website) is also 
strictly forbidden as it is a violation of the Digital Millennium Copyright Act (DMCA). By posted in the manner stated 
above, this product can be picked up in a web search and then be shared across the internet for free.

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/It-Happened-In-3rd
http://www.ithappenedin3rd.com/
mailto:ithappenedin3rd@gmail.com
https://twitter.com/ithappenedin3rd
https://www.facebook.com/ithappenedin3rd/
https://www.instagram.com/ithappenedin3rd/
https://www.pinterest.com/ithappenedin3rd/
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Sellers-Im-Following/Add/It-Happened-In-3rd


About me
Hi! My name is Marianna and I’ve been creating resources for educators on 
Teachers Pay Teachers since 2015. I have over 15 years of experience as a 
classroom teacher and li teracy coach- I love anything and everything to do with 
showing children just how much fun reading is!

Choice was a huge component of my classroom, and is a big part of 
most of my products. I believe that students who are given choice and 
allowed to be creative will become engaged, enthusiastic learners!

Take a look at these related products!

Clip art and design credits
It Happened in 3rd utilizes the following font and clip artists:

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Amy-Groesbeck
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Krista-Wallden-Creative-Clips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Creating4-The-Classroom
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Educlips
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Glitter-Meets-Glue-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Graphics-From-The-Pond
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Melonheadz
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Miss-5th
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sarah-Pecorino-Illustration
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Perfect-Blend
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Sillyodesign-Clipart
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Zip-a-dee-doo-dah-Designs
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Babbling-Abby
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/A-Primary-Kind-Of-Life
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Mollie-Monroe
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/The-Artsy-Apple
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Store/Kimberly-Geswein-Fonts
http://bit.ly/2RD9s03
http://bit.ly/2CzdonY
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Editable-Fiction-and-Nonfiction-Reading-Response-Menus-1958682
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PRODUCT overview
background:
As a teacher, I was always looking for a way to hold my students 
accountable for their independent reading. Like many teachers, I 
started out with reading logs, but soon realized they weren’t 
beneficial for me or my students. I wanted to create a system where 
students could respond to text in a variety of ways, and I could 
assess their understanding quickly and easily. Hence, these response 
menus were born!
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Although these menus were originally designed for homework use, 
they work just as well as an accountabili ty piece during your 
reading block. You can use these menus as a center rotation, or to 
keep students on track during workshop time.

This is a free sample of my 
Editable Fiction and Nonfiction 
Response Menus. The full
resource includes more menu 
options (including composition-
sized pages), editable 
templates, an activity 
slideshow, and correlating 
task cards. Want to know 
more about how I set these 
menus up in my classroom?
Check out this blog post!

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Editable-Fiction-and-Nonfiction-Reading-Response-Menus-1958682
http://www.ithappenedin3rd.com/2019/06/increasing-student-accountability-with.html
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Editable-Fiction-and-Nonfiction-Reading-Response-Menus-1958682
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nonfiction response menu
Directions: After finishing your daily reading assignment, choose a task to complete. You should have 4 
complete responses by the end of the week. Each task may only be selected once per week. Use the 
provided checklist and response examples to make sure you are turning in your best work! 

Name: Date:

Visualizing

Make a picture in 
your mind of what 
you read, and draw 

it (with lots of 
details!) in your 

notebook. Describe 
your picture using 

2-3 complete 
sentences.

Sequencing

Think about the 
most important 

events in the text 
you read. Put the 
events in order 
using transition 

words such as first, 
then, next, and 

finally.

Cause and effect

Look for two cause 
and effect 

relationships while 
you read. Describe 
each relationship in 

a complete 
sentence.

Comparisons

Find two things to 
compare and 

contrast in the text 
you read. In a 

paragraph, tell how 
these things are 
SIMILAR and how 

they are DIFFERENT.

TEXT FEATURES

Choose a text 
feature you noticed 

while you were 
reading. Using 2-3 

sentences, describe 
how the text feature 

helped you 
understand the text.

Fact and opinion 

Write down two 
facts (things that 
are known to be 
true) and two 

opinions (things that 
are not true for 

everyone) from the 
text you read.

Dear author

Write a letter to the 
author of the text 

you read that 
includes a statement 

about the text, a 
connection you 
made, and a 

question for the 
author.

Main idea

Describe the main 
idea of the text you 

read. Find two 
details that support 
the main idea. Write 

your answer in 
paragraph form.

Rate the text

On a scale of 1-4 (4 
being the highest), 
rate the text you 

read. Explain your 
rating in 2-3 

complete sentences. 
Be specific!

Make a quiz

Write a 3-question 
quiz for the text you 
read. Each question 
should have three 
possible answers. 
Circle the correct 
answer for each 

question.

Questions

Write down 3 
questions you had 
while reading. The 

questions should be 
specific to what you 
read, and NOT have 

answers you can 
find easily in the 

text!

New title

Create a new ti tle 
for the text you 

read. Why did you 
choose your new 
ti tle? Explain your 

reasoning in
2-3 sentences.Be specific!
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3 sentences.
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nonfiction homework menu
Directions: After finishing your daily reading assignment, choose a task to complete. You should have 4 
complete responses by the end of the week. Each task may only be selected once per week. Use the 
provided checklist and response examples to make sure you are turning in your best work! 

Name: Date:

Visualizing

Make a picture in 
your mind of what 
you read, and draw 

it (with lots of 
details!) in your 

notebook. Describe 
your picture using 

2-3 complete 
sentences.

Sequencing

Think about the 
most important 

events in the text 
you read. Put the 
events in order 
using transition 

words such as first, 
then, next, and 

finally.

Cause and effect

Look for two cause 
and effect 

relationships while 
you read. Describe 
each relationship in 

a complete 
sentence.

Comparisons

Find two things to 
compare and 

contrast in the text 
you read. In a 

paragraph, tell how 
these things are 
SIMILAR and how 

they are DIFFERENT.

TEXT FEATURES

Choose a text 
feature you noticed 

while you were 
reading. Using 2-3 

sentences, describe 
how the text feature 

helped you 
understand the text.

Fact and opinion 

Write down two 
facts (things that 
are known to be 
true) and two 

opinions (things that 
are not true for 

everyone) from the 
text you read.

Dear author

Write a letter to the 
author of the text 

you read that 
includes a statement 

about the text, a 
connection you 
made, and a 

question for the 
author.

Main idea

Describe the main 
idea of the text you 

read. Find two 
details that support 
the main idea. Write 

your answer in 
paragraph form.

Rate the text

On a scale of 1-4 (4 
being the highest), 
rate the text you 

read. Explain your 
rating in 2-3 

complete sentences. 
Be specific!

Make a quiz

Write a 3-question 
quiz for the text you 
read. Each question 
should have three 
possible answers. 
Circle the correct 
answer for each 

question.

Questions

Write down 3 
questions you had 
while reading. The 

questions should be 
specific to what you 
read, and NOT have 

answers you can 
find easily in the 

text!

New title

Create a new ti tle 
for the text you 

read. Why did you 
choose your new 
ti tle? Explain your 

reasoning in
2-3 sentences.Be specific!
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nonfiction response examples
(Use these as a guide when completing each task!)

Visualizing
I drew a picture of an 

Australian Cattle Dog running, 
because the text said these dogs 
are very energetic. The text 
explained many interesting facts 
about these amazing dogs! I was 
able to visualize their blue and red 
coats of fur.

Sequencing
At first, Thomas Edison was not 

a good student. He kept getting into 
trouble at school until his mom 
decided to teach him at home. Once
that happened, he became a great 
student!

Cause and effect
• Thomas Edison is well known 

because he created over 1,000 
different inventions.

• Thomas Edison was talented at 
making things better because
he had a natural curiosity about 
how things worked.

Comparisons
Venus and Earth are alike

because they are both inner 
planets that are of a similar size. 
The two planets are different
because they have very different 
average temperatures. In addition, 
there is life on Earth but no life on 
Venus.

Text features
The text included a diagram of 

all of the planets in order. This 
diagram helped me to understand 
the text better because i t really 
showed how the inner planets and 
outer planets differ greatly in size.

Fact and opinion
• Fact- Harriet Tubman and 

Eleanor Roosevelt were both 
candidates to be on the $20 bill.

• Opinion- Young girls would be 
inspired by seeing a woman on 
US currency.

(Write two facts and two opinions 
for your response!)
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nonfiction response examples
(Use these as a guide when completing each task!)

Dear author
Dear Author,

I read your text about cattle dogs, 
and I agree they make great pets if you 
have a big enough yard. I could connect 
to your text because my dog, Sophie, 
likes to run around outside all day. Which 
dog breeds do you think cattle dogs 
would be friendliest with?

Sincerely, 
Me

Main idea
Thomas Edison was one of the 

most famous inventors of all time. 
Ever since he was a child, he was 
interested in how things were put 
together and how to make them 
work. Edison is credited for over 
1,000 inventions in his lifetime.

Rate the text
I rated this text 4 stars. The 

diagrams were very helpful in 
showing the size difference of each 
planet. I also liked the fun facts that 
were included for each planet.

Make a quiz
Thomas Edison is credited with 
inventing:

A. The iPad
B. The lightbulb
C. The skateboard
D. The popcorn maker

questions
• What countries have currency 

that shows famous historical 
woman?

• Will woman replace men on 
more US currency?

• Will something happen before 
2020 that will keep Harriet 
Tubman off the $20 bill?

New title
I would change the ti tle to “The 

Man with a Million Ideas.” I would 
ti tle the text this way because 
Thomas Edison was known for 
having so many different ideas for 
inventions.
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Response menu checklist and rubric
Name: Date:

Use the checklist to make sure you completed all the parts of your assignment. Then, use the rubric to 
determine what your grade should be (multiply the number by 20 to get your score).

Checklist
I wrote my name and date on the top left corner of each page.

I completed 4 tasks.

I wrote the title of the task above each response.

I wrote the title of the story or article I was reading. Page numbers 
were used if necessary.

Each activity has the required number of sentences.

I used correct grammar and punctuation to the best of my abili ty.

Words included in the text (particularly names) are spelled correctly.

My work is organized, neat, and easy to read.

The text I selected was appropriate for my abili ty level.

I took my time and did my best work.

rubric
All the items on the checklist were completed accurately. 5

More than half of the checklist i tems were completed accurately. 4

Half of the checklist i tems were completed accurately. 3

Less than half of the checklist i tems were completed accurately. 2

I did not refer to the checklist to make sure I met my teacher’s 
expectations.
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